Boris Johnson
Mayor of London

Born in New York in 1964 Boris was educated at Eton College, where he was a King's Scholar, and read Classics at Balliol College, Oxford, where he was a Brackenbury scholar, and President of the Oxford Union. While at Oxford he was also a member of the Bullingdon Club, an exclusive student dining society known for its raucous feasts, and was involved in the British-Arab University Association.

Upon graduating from Oxford he lasted a week as a management consultant, before becoming a trainee reporter for The Times. Within a year he was sacked for falsifying a quotation from his godfather, Colin Lucas, later vice-chancellor of Oxford University. After a short time as a writer for the Wolverhampton-based Express & Star, he joined The Daily Telegraph in 1987 as leader and feature writer, and from 1989 to 1994 was the paper's European Community correspondent. He served as assistant editor from 1994 to 1999. His association with The Spectator began with a stint as political columnist from 1994 to 1995. In 1999 he became editor of The Spectator, where he stayed until December 2005 upon being appointed Shadow Minister for Higher Education. 

He has written an autobiographical account of his experience of the 2001 election campaign entitled Friends, Voters, Countrymen: Jottings on the Stump. He is also the author of three collections of journalism, Johnson's Column, Lend Me Your Ears and Have I Got Views For You. His first novel was Seventy-Two Virgins, published in 2004, and his latest book is The New British Revolution (2006). He was nominated in 2004 for a British Academy Television Award, and has attracted several unofficial fan clubs and sites. 

In 1997 he was voted "What the Papers Say" Political Commentator of the Year; in 1998 he was mystifyingly designated Pagan Federation of Great Britain National Journalist of the Year; in 2003 he was voted Editors' Editor of the Year; and in 2004 he was voted Columnist of the Year at the British Press Awards.. 

In 2001, Johnson was elected MP for Henley-on-Thames, succeeding Michael Heseltine. He had previously failed to win Clwyd South in 1997. In 2004 he was appointed to the front bench as Shadow Minister for the Arts in a small reshuffle resulting from the resignation of the shadow home affairs spokesman, Nick Hawkins. He was appointed Shadow Minister for Higher Education on 9 December 2005 by the new Conservative leader David Cameron, and soon resigned as editor of The Spectator. Boris stood for the University of Edinburgh Rectorial Elections in 2006 after being nominated by its students, and came in third. In September 2006 his image was used in pastiche 'Boris needs you' and 'I Love Boris' Tory promotional material in universities 

Boris Johnson is the Mayor of London winning a hotly contested battle against former Mayor Ken Livingstone and Liberal Demorcrat candidate Brian Paddick.  He celebrated his second anniversary as Mayor on May 1st 2010.

Boris's unique style and personality and his ability to engage with the audience make him one of the most sought after speakers on the corporate circuit.  Boris's television appearances have been numerous, ranging from Have I Got News For You and Room 101, to Top Gear and Who Do You Think You Are?

To book Boris Johnson for your event please call Parliament on:
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