GARTH CROOKS

Professional Footballer – Career History

1975-1979       Stoke City 

1979-1985
Tottenham Hotspur

1985

Manchester United (7 loan appearances)

1986-1987
West Bromwich Albion

1987-1990
Charlton Athletic

1988-1990
Chairman Professional Footballers Association

1990

Chairman Institute of Professional Sport

Honours/Achievements

Scored over 200 League goals

1978-1979 Capped 4 times for England Under 21

1981 FA Cup Winners Medal (v Manchester City)

1982 FA Cup Winners Medal (v QPR)

1982

League Cup Runners-Up Medal (v Liverpool)

1984

UEFA Cup Winners Medal (v Anderlecht)

1984

Scored 8 goals in 8 consecutive matches, equalling club record

1985 Liverpool v Spurs – Scored only match goal to break 75 year taboo at 

Anfield

1990
Chairman of the Institute of Professional Sport
Invited by its patron His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh to chair the United Kingdom professional players association; and organisation charged with the duty to lobby government departments and scrutinise sports legislation.

1993 
Lottery Sports Panel

The Lottery Sports Panel has a budget of over £200 million a year and is responsible for the assessment and recommendations of all lottery applications.  They include England’s 2006 World Cup Bid, the new Wembley Stadium, 2005 World Athletics Championship and the 2002 Commonwealth Games in Manchester.

1995  
The English Sports Council

A public body responsible for overseeing policy, strategic direction and performance of sport in England.  Members are appointed by the Secretary of State for Culture Media and Sport and they are accountable to the Minister.  Since the formation of the National Lottery in 1993 the English Sports Council have distributed nearly 3 billion pounds in sport development for young people, athlete performance, capital and revenue projects.
Additional Information

Born in 1958 Garth Crooks has spent his entire adult life firmly immersed in football and the politics of sport.  He was introduced to the media in 1982 while preparing for his first FA Cup Final.  Having been left out of England’s World Cup Final 22, bound for Spain, he joined the BBC sports team as a television analyst and has remained with the organisation.  Over the years Garth has consistently made contributions on numerous radio and television programmes.  In 1990 he retired from the game and became a full time contributor to the BBC sports department working as a presenter, analyst and correspondent for their flagship sports programmes Match of the Day, Football Focus and Grandstand.  On behalf of the BBC he has covered the Atlanta Olympics, four World Cup Finals, two European Championships and FIFA’s inaugural World Cup Championships.  As a member of England’s 2006 World Cup campaign team he has addressed the Confederation of African Football (CAF) and the Confederation of North, Central America and Caribbean Association Football (CONCACAF).  Garth utilised his degree in political science by presenting the political highlights programme Dispatch Box live on BBC2.  He also capitalised on his media skills when asked to speak on behalf of the English Sports Council on matters covering Social Inclusion and Equity at the European Parliament and the European Commission.
Garth has his own independent television company which specialises in Sport Documentaries.

Garth received the OBE in the Queens Birthday Honours List in 1999 for Services to Association Football and the Institute of Professional Football.  In the same year he obtained a postgraduate diploma in Sports Law from Kings College London
Garth’s personal experience and knowledge make him the ideal speaker to cover such topics as motivation, training, equality and sport.  He delivers with authority and enthusiasm, these combined with his wry sense of humour have made Garth an extremely popular keynote speaker for corporate events.
Garth is married and has two children.

